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Part-I: The Last of My Father 


ae NEVER TO 
AND THE PIXIES PRCT, 
MADE AWAY WITH THEIR 
CAREFULLY KEPT 

SECRET, 


WHAT?! AM I 
TO UNDERSTAND THAT 
GOOD Ob’ SENAN'S TALES 
ARE STARTING TO INDUCE SLEEP 
RATHER THAN IGNITE THE 
IMAGINATION? 


OH, YES SiR! 
MAGIC AND VALOR 
AGAINST A SNARLING 
DRAGON AND ITS 


ere 


The Kenzer & Company besa te 


sd by Kero ar m0 


BUT THAT IS WHAT WE ARE SPEAKING 
OF STORYTELLER! WE HAVE HEARD ENOUGH 
STORIES. WE WANT TALES..TALES OF ADVENTURE! 
AMAZING TALES OF HIDEOUS BEASTS AND THE 
FEARLESS KNIGHTS THAT BATTLE THEM TO 


YES! TALES OF AN 
ORE KING WHO KEEPS 
A BEAUTIFUL GIRL PRAYING 
FOR HER RESCUE. 


i Careers Ding 
Wizant ce 


YOU 910 NOT LiKE 
THE OUTCOME OF OUR LITTLE 
STORY THIS EVENING? 


WHY, MY 
TINY DREAMING, 
WARRIORS, 
ITS NOT THE OUT- 
COME, STORY TELLER SIR. 
ITS NOT. ITS. 
ITS THE 


OH, | SEE, YOU ARE FINISHED 

WITH CHILDREN'S BEOTIME BABBLING 

AND READY FOR THE TRUE 

TALES OF MAGIC AND 
. BH? 


MY SON..THERE ARE NO MERE TALES 
THAT INVOLVE DRAGONS. NO FANCIFUL 
STORIES THAT HARBOR THE AWESOME 
FLIGHT AND MENACE OF THIS BEAST. 


ORAGONS ARE FOUND 
ONLY IN NIGHTMARES, 
MY SON, 


WHAT WE SEEK IS IN 
THE HANDS OF ONE 
HERE IN REL ASTRA, 


WE HAVE COME 
FOR THE LAST OF 
MY FATHER! 


YIEL? TO US WHAT WE 
DEMAND AND WE SHALL 
LEAVE YOUR $0-CALLED 
"CITY OF THE HEAVENS"... 
STANDING. 


WE HAVE COME TO NOW 
CLAIM THAT WHICH RIGHTFULLY 


HO, BEAST! THESE PEOPLE 0 ‘VE MY FAITH IS EVEN 
NOT POSSESS WHAT YOU SEEK. BY 
DUTY | CANNOT LET YOU 
TERRORIZE THESE PEOPLE 
ANY LONGER. THINK CLEAR, DRAGON, 
; FOR WITH BOTH AT MY! 


LEAVE NOW OR FORCE 

ME TO DELIVER TO YOU 

ETERNAL SLEEP FROM 

IL THE STRIKE OF MY HOLY 
BLADE! 


TO BATTHNG ABOMNATIONS | 
SUCH 


AS YOU. 


BRING ME THE 


f 7 LAST OF MY 
* \& FATHER! y 
Sw 
‘ 0 
HE KILLED OUR f 
oe 
& FAIL, WARRIOR, 
. ¢ f 


GOOD EVENING, 
HoRD ORAK. 


YOU Wit CALL ME BLACKWING. 

0 NOT PERSIST IN CALLING ME 

(GREAT ONE’ AND ‘DRAGON’ THE 
WAY THAT YOU DO, 


BLACKWING, 
MY TONE 15 WOT 
ONE OF MOCKERY OF 
NSRESPECT, BUT RATHER 
ONE OF CONCERN AND’ 
UNCERTAINTY 


ERTAIN 
WHEN YOU 
THINGS 


| ONLY WISH TO 

QUELL THE FEARS 

‘OF MY PEOPLE 
AND TO. 


IT 16 ALMOST AS IF 
THEY LEAVE A SOUR 
AFTERTAS 

Me 


RING IT AND YOU 
SHALL BE RID OF Us. 
RING IT NOT, 


| av Cone with 
your UsELEss 
PRESENCE, ORAX. | 
HAVE COME FOR 
THE LAST OF MY 
FATHER, 


VY | 00 HOPE YOU WiLL 
Y EXTEND US AS WARM 
A WELCOME INTO YOUR 

KINGOM AS YOU WOULD 
ANY OTHER VISITOR? 


ATREASURE WITHIN A JEWEL, 
IT 15 SOMETHING THAT DOES 
NOT BELONG IN THE Posse: 
OF ANYONE ELSE SAVE THE DRAG 
| CAN FEEL ITS CALLING 5% 
HERE IN Rt 


ALL ‘VISITORS’ ARE 
WELCOME IN REL ASTRA, 

DRAGON, NOT INVADERS, YOU 
AND YOUR BRETHREN HAVE COME 
CARRYING FEAR ON ONE WING 
AND DESTRUCTION ON 
ANOTHER, 


WITH LIGHTNING AND 
SHROUD YOUR LAND 
IN OUR SHADOWS. 


PLEASE, BLACKWING, TELL 
US WHERE TO FIND WHAT 
YOU SEEK, DOES SOMEONE 
Posse! 5 
SOMETHING WE MUST 
UNEARTH? 


LISTEN TO ME CAREFULLY, 
V+LORD DRAX, WHEN YOU REQUEST 
SOMETHING, YOU RECEIVE IT, 
CORRECT? AN ADVANTAGE OF 
BEING RULER. 

WELL THEN, MAKE WHAT IT IS WE 
WANT, WHAT YOU WANT, TELL YOUR 
SUBJECTS WHAT WE SEEK, FINO IT 
AND WE WILL DISAPPEAR, 


- ae 

9 WHAT HAVE WE DONE TO 
DESERVE YOUR WRATH, GREAT 
ONE? WHAT HAS BEEN DONE 
AND HOW MAY | ATONE FOR 
MY PEOPLE AND MYSELF? 


AS LONG AS WE 
DO NOT HAVE IT, YOU 
WiLL HAVE US AS YOUR, 


WHAT ARE 
WE TO DO? 


WE 00 NOT KNOW WHAT 
THEY WANT AND BLACKWING 
SEEMS TO TAKE PLEASURE IN 
DANGLING THE PUZZLE JUST 
OUTSIDE OUR GRASP, 


NOW, 
WHAT |S THIS 
LAST FATHER THING 
AND HOW 90 WE 
FINO IT? 


[AND PROTECT OUR HOMES 
AND LIVES! DEFEND OUR 
FAMILIES AND EVERYTHING 
WE AND OUR ANCESTORS 
HAVE CREATED. 


WE HAVE DISCUSSED gt ARE CLEARLY J 
THIS OVER AND OVER AND 


PRESENTED WITH 
THEN OVER AGAIN, ONLY TWO COURSES 


EITHER WE SCOUR 
EVERY PEBBLE AND 
BLADE OF GRASS OF 
REL ASTRA'S SOI FROM 
EAST TO WEST, NORTH 
TO SOUTH, AND THEN 
EXPOSE ALL THAT LIES 
@ENEATH IF WHAT WE 
SEEK CANNOT BE 
FOUND..WASTING BOTH 
TIME AND bIVES, 


THEY ARE 
ONLY THREE! 


WE ARE AN ENTIRE 
PEOPLE WILLING 
TO FIGHT! 


OR WE TAKE 
UP ARMS, 


BUT HE APPEARS 
MORE POWERFUL THAN 
MOST DRAGONS! 


910 YOU NOT SEE THE 
DEMISE OF KYTAWYN 
THE PALADIN? 


7” | CANNOT CONSIDER SENDING 50 MANY 
TO MEET CERTAIN DEATH IN THE MAW \ 
WINCIBLE ENEMY, ESPECIALLY SINCE 
EN | KNOW WHAT IT IS FOR WHICH 
FIGHT. WHAT IS THE LAST OF HI 
FATHER? WHAT IS 


IT IS THE DRAGON'S CELIGHTFUL 
[ PUZZLE. WE 00 NOT KNOW AND THE 
ORAGON Wik+ NOT TELL US. IN THE 
— MEANTIME, REL ASTRA Wit LOSE LIFE 
> AFTER LIFE. INNOCENT LIVES. 


WE HAVE CHAMPIONS. WE q 


MAVE WELL-RESPECTED ARMIES. 
WE MUST PUSH THEM FORTH 
AND PROTECT REL ASTRA 


OOK INTO EVERYONE'S 

EYES, SEE WHAT YOUR 

PEOPLE SILENTLY HOPE 
YOU COMMAND, 


SEND THEM FORTH, 
TIEG. HAVE THE PALADINS 
LEAD THEM 


NO. 
His SISTER, AZERE, 
FLIES WITH HIM TONIGHT. 
THESE DRAGONS NEVER 
ATTACK IN THREES | 
HAVE NOTICED, 


BUT MASTER 
LANOUWEK, WHY? 


TIS 
CONEY BLACKWING HIMSELF 

OR BLACKWING ACCOMPANIED BY 
ONE OF HIS SIBLINGS, BUT THEY 
NEVER ATTACK AS A 
THREESOME, 


WHY CAN'T | BE 
AT YOuR SIDE? 


AH, YOUNG, FAITHFUL 
IFRE. PUFFING YOUR BREAST 
UPWARD AND WEARING YOUR 
BEST SCOWL MAY FOOL ME, 
BUT | THINK THESE CREATURES 
MAY BE A BIT HARDER TO 
CONVINCE, 


THEN Ab} THE MORE REASON 
FOR ME TO BE AT YOUR SIDE. IF 
NOTHING MORE, | CAN SERVE AS 
ANOTHER SET OF WATCHFUL EYES 
FOR YOUR PROTECTION, 


NO, GIFRE. YOUR 
PLACE Wit BE HERE 
WITHIN THE SANCTUARY 
OF THESE WALLS 


NO, GIFRE, THERE IS 
A REASON, A DESTINY, 
FOR YOU ANd |, 


LORD DRAK HAS ASKED 
ME TO ACCOMPANY THE NEXT 
WAVE AGAINST THE THREAT 
OF BLACKWING, 


| Wik SOON NEED YOUR 
PROTECTIVE EYES, BUT NOT NOW. 
REMEMBER WELL WHAT YOU AND | HAVE 
STUDIED, YOUNG APPRENTICE..AL+ THAT WE 
HAVE DONE. AND REMEMBER WHAT WE 
SOMEDAY HOPE TO 00. 


16 IT ONLY 
BLACKWING 
MASTER? 


90 NOT FEAR 
FOR ME. AM | 
NOT A ‘MASTER’? 


JUST RETURN 
UNHARMED WHEN ALL 
|S DONE, MASTER, 


TIEG, HOW FARE OUR 7 
WARRIORS? WHAT IS THE a 
WORD FROM THE FIELD? 
S 
ORD. \ 
50 THEN THIS wy 
CRUCIAL BATTLE « 4 _ 
ON? * 
% 
Z 


WE HAVE NOT RECEIVED WORD 
FROM THE FIELD BECAUSE THERE IS) 
NO ONE TO DELIVER IT. THEY ARE 
ALL DEAD. 


NERNEY LLY PL WW /. L i“ 
THEY HAVE ALL FALLEN BEFORE THE \ : - 
MIGHT OF THESE MONSTERS? NOT SE 
EVEN ONE BEAST COULD BE \\ J 


Bee THEY STs 


THE NIGHT 
EVEN NOW, M'LORt 
LEVEN NO ORD. 


= 


¢ 
cy 
ave > 
4 4 
WE ARE \ . 
\ EXHAUSTED \ 
i OF ANY . 
\ AN Abt \V 
HOPE NOW. =~ 
x 


a 
[MAT OF ALL THE CLERI WHO 
TRAVELED TO LENO US THEIR LIFE 
PRESERVING HANDS? ww 
ALL OF THE CLERICS OF THE 
FLANAESS COULD NOT HEAL OUR 
ARMIES’ WOUNDS. THEY HAVE 


SLAUGHTERED EVERYONE WE HAVE 
SENT._|_ AM SORRY. 


AND SURELY THERE MUST BE 
SOME RESPITE FROM THE 
AFTERMATH OF THE DRAGONS’ 
IOUEL WITH OUR WIZARD 
LANDUWEK? 


EVEN LANDUWEK HAS FALLEN. 
HIS BATTLE WAS LOST ATOP A 
STONE TOWER FOR AbL TO 

WITNESS, 


Ww UPON SEEING THAT, EVE! 
ry SOUb IN REL ASTRA NOI 


AS ZN EXPECTS DEFEAT..OR WORSE. 
ie uf > o 

4 } 
—~ 


AMI-IES OF THE 
FALLEN WARRIORS THAT THE 
BATTLE 15 OVER. SEND THEM YOU ASKED ME TO COMMIT 
EXTRA HANDS TO HELP BRING TO MEMORY Alt OF YOUR YOU ASKED ME TO REMEMBER 
EVERYTHING WE HAVE DONE IN 


HOME THEIR LOVED ONES. 
OUR SEARCH FOR KNOWLEDGE, 
AN | DID AS YOU ASKED. 


PLEASE, MASTER, 
90 NOT LET ME 
FIND YOU. 


PLEASE, MASTER, 
00 NOT LET ME 
FIND YOU. 


PLEASE, MASTER, 
90 NOT LET ME 
FIND YOU. 


ey VECNA | 
‘SWEAR THEY SHALL PAY, 
THEY SHALL PAY, MASTER. 
THEY SHALL PAR 
THEY SHALL, 


EVERYONE, PLEASE! 
WE Wi-b NOT GET 
ANYTHING ACCOMPLISHED 
IN THIS MANNER! 


WE HAVE NO’ 
ACCOMPLISHED 
ANYTHING 
AT Abb! 


THERE 15 
NO LONGER: 
A "we" TO 
SPEAK OF! 


MY PEOPLE, IT APPEARS WE q 
HAVE NO MORE OPTIONS LEFT OPEN 
FOR US TO TAKE, WE HAVE NOTHING 
TO OFFER BLACKWING IN ORDER TO 

BARGAIN FOR WHAT LIVES WE 
STILE HAVE WITH US, 


| HAVE DONE WHAT WAS 
NECESSARY AND FAILED IN 
DOING $0. | PLACE THE BLAME 
OF DEFEAT ON NO ONE HERE 
SAVE MYSELF, THE FINAL 
DECISION WAS MINE AND 
MINE ALONE TO MAKE. 


GUARDS... 
LET THE 
\ BOY ENTER. 


‘60 THAT IS 

WHY | MAKE 

THIS DECISION 
NOW, 


MAY | INTRODUCE TO THE 
COURT YOUNG GIFRE, THE 
APPRENTICE STUDYING UNDER 
THE MASTER TUTELAGE OF 
LANOUWEK BEFORE HIS 
MOURNFUL PASSING. 


THERE IS ONE OPTION GIFRE, PLEASE, TELL 
LEFT TO REL ASTRA, AND ALL WHO ARE PRESENT THE 
THE KEY TO THIS LAST LAST POSSIBILITY, IF THAT AT 
CHANCE LIES WITHIN ALL, LEFT TO US NOW, 
THIS BOY, 


7 
AHEM..AH, THERE IS A WIZARD 
MASTER RENOWNED TO WIELD THE 
POWER TO TURN BACK THE MIGHT 
OF ANY DRAGON'S ATTACK HE WAS 
A TREASURED FRIEND OF MY MASTER, 
LANOUWEK. HIS POWER AGAINST 
THESE BEASTS 15 UNEQUALED 
AMONG ANY OTHER MAGE, 

HIS NAME IS EALADHACH, 


HE LIVES ON THE FARTHEST 
OUTSKIRTS OF ROLAND, BEYOND 
THE SWAMPS OF LONE HEATH. 
SOMEONE MUST VENTURE THERE 

AND REQUEST HIS AID, 


CATCH TO THIS SEND YOU, YOUNG GIFRE. ALMOST 
PLAN, YOUNG ALL OF THE OTHER SPELL CASTERS HAVE 
APPRENTICE? FALLEN BEFORE BLACKWING'S WICKED AND 

UNHEARD OF POWER. AT LEAST IN SENDING 
YOU, WE ARE ALSO SENDING HIM A FAMILIAR 
FACE IN HOPES TO APPEAL TO HIS 
COMPASSION. WE CANNOT WASTE ANY 
TIME WITH MISUNDERSTANDINGS AND LOST 
CHANCES. THIS IS SOMETHING, I'M AFRAID, 
THAT YOU CANNOT REFUSE. 


AND THE FE3 15 THE REASON WHY | MUST 


BUT LORD DRAK, AM | TO TRAVEL 
TO ROLAND ON MY OWN? | WOULD 
GLAPLY OFFER TO YOU MY BEST EFFORTS 
TO MAKE THE JOURNEY, BUT | KNOW | 
WOULD Falk, | AM NOT SKILLED IN THE 
WAYS OF SURVIVAL IN THE WILD AND 
IN COMBAT AGAINST THOSE WHO 
WOULD TRY TO HINDER ME... 


AND THAT IS WHY | HAVE ALREADY 
ASSEMBLED A GROUP OF TRAVELERS TO 
ASSOCIATES WITH ACCOMPANY YOU, THEY WiL+ ENSURE YOUR 
OTHER WIZARDS. HE SAFE PASSAGE TO ROLAND AND TO THE 
ALLOWS NO EXCEPTIONS, WIZARD EALADHACH. YOUR DESTINATION 
CARING NOT FROM SHALL BE REACHED, AND THE FATE OF 
WHENCE YOU HAVE ALL OF REL ASTRA Wikt HINGE ON 
TRAVELED. YOUR ABILITY TO SWAY THE MIND 

OF THIS WIZARD. 


FOR YOUR PERSONAL PROTECTION, | GIVE TO YOU MY 
FINEST AND MOST TRUSTED BODYGUARD, LINLESS 

INSTRUCTED OTHERWISE, SHE HAS NEVER BEEN 
MORE THAN AN ARMS LENGTH AWAY FROM MY 
PERSON SINCE | HAVE PLACED MY HFE IN HER 


HE 15 AN EXPERT SWORDSWOMAN 
AND | HAVE YET TO WITNESS HER 
EQUAL IN SPEED AND AGILITY WITH 
STEEL. 


WHILE AN ENTIRE PARTY WiL+ BE THERE TO ENSURE YOUR 
SAFE PASSAGE TO ROLAND, | GIVE TO YOU MY BODYGUARD 
EVINA TO PROTECT YOU WITH HER HIFE AS IF SHE WERE 
PROTECTING MY OWN. WHILE BEHIND THE BARRIERS OF 
PROTECTION SHE PROVIDES, NO HARM WiL+ BEFALL YOU. 


‘ALSO SHARING YOUR PATH WIL+ BE 
LUCIEN CATHAL, REL ASTRA’S MOST 


CELEBRATED PALADIN. - 
HUCIEN HAS JUST RETURNED TO US 
FROM AIDING THE CITY OF OUNTSY 
IN THEIR FIGHT AGAINST RAIDING 
ARMIES OF ORCS 


IHE IS THIRSTY TO AVENGE THE \ 
VALIANT DEATHS OF HIS COMRADES ) 
IN THE BATTLES — BLACKWING J 


4 A ye } 
m TR cer F 


INOWHERE ELSE IN REL ASTRA Wikt 
NOU DISCOVER A MORE HONORABLE 
IANO COURAGEOUS WARRIOR. 


IF YOUR GROUP COMES INTO HARM'S 
WAY, LUCIEN CAN AND WILE TURN THE 
TIDE OF ANY BATTLE TO HIS FAVOR. 


BATTLE SENSE IS UNMATCHED, 
IS ENDURANCE |S LINYIELDING. 
5 WILL |S UNASSAILABLE 
ALL THAT HE HAS TO OFFER Witt 
BE AT YOUR DISPOSAL, HOWEVER, 


‘0 GUARD ONE MAN THAT WILE 
ALSO BE TRAVELING WITH YOU 


GRIME THIS MAN HAS BEEN CONVICTED 
Bete 02 THE COLD MURDER OF His 
a MOTHER AND YOUNGER SISTER, 
a<> ~ THE ONLY REASON HE STIL+ BREATHES IS QUE 
TO HIS FATHER..THE MAN IN CHARGE OF 
$ IMPOSING HIS SENTENCE. HIS FATHER HAS BEEN 
- THE HEAD CONSTABLE IN REL ASTRA FOR QUITE 
a“ : ary SOME TIME NOW. 


* 
, 


IT IS SIMPLY THE LOVE OF A SHAMED FATHER 


THIS ROGUE ALIVE 


WERE THIS NOTORIOUS BOUNTY 
HUNTER'S SURVIVAL SKILES AND 
ALMOST INSTINCTUAL TRACKING 
ABILITIES NOT INVALUABLE TO 
YOU, | WOULD NEVER CONSIDER 


FREEING HIM, KIERNAN IS AN INTELLIGENT MAN, 


ESCAPING FROM LUCIEN’S 
WATCHFUL EYES MAY GRANT HIM 
TEMPORARY FREEDOM, 


BUT HE WOULD BE CONSTANTLY 

HUNTED UNTI- THE DAY HE BE 

CAUGHT OR FOLIND DEAD. HE 
KNOWS THIS, 


IF KIERNAN HELPS IN ESCORTING 
BOTH YOU AND EALACHACH TO REL 
ASTRA, THEN HE Wik+ HAVE EARNED 
HIS FREEDOM. | HAVE ORDERED HIS 
FATHER TO ARRANGE THE PARDON 


YOU ARE GOING OUT AGAIN, 
BLACKWING? SOON, YOU WiLL 
RUN OUT OF VILLAGES TO 
TERRORIZE, EVERYTHING Witt 
GE LIFELESS RUBBLE, 


WE HAVE COME FOR SOMETHING 
THAT THESE HUMANS ARE HIDING 
FROM US, AEERE. SOMETHING, 
THAT IF LEFT IN THE HANDS OF ANY 
HUMAN, WOULO WREAK HAVOC 
UPON THE LIVES OF EVERY LIVING 
CREATURE IN REL ASTRA. SOON 
LOOK AT AFTERWARDS, MAYBE AL+ OF OERTH, 


Abt OF THEM WE ARE DOING NOTHING BUT 
FOLLOWING THE Wik OF OUR 
FATHER. THE HUMANS, EVEN IF iT 
1S JUST ONE, MUST TURN IT OVER 
TO THE DRAGONS. TO KEEP IT 
OBLIVIOUS TO THE DOOM WOULD MEAN PUNISHMENT TO ALL 
THEY ARE ABOUT TO FACE. HE CALLS BROTHERS. HIS KINO Wik+ 
YOU CANNOT HELP BUT CONTINUALLY SUFFER UNTIL WHAT 
FEEL PITY FOR A RACE THAT WE SEEK |S RETURNED TO US 
ONLY SEES THEIR SUPPOSED 
SUPERIORITY AND NOT THEIR 
ULTIMATE IGNORANCE. 


BUT BLACKWING, WHY 
THE RIDDLE? WHY NOT 
JUST SIMPLY STATE WHAT 
IT IS THAT WE SEEK? 


BECAUSE, LITTLE BROTHER, THE 
HUMANS ARE OBLIVIOUS TO THE 
TRUE POWER WAITING TO BE 
UNLOCKED WITHIN THIS TREASURE, 
\F ONE WERE TO DISCOVER IT, WHAT 
COULD POSSIBLY BE ABLE TO STOP 
THE CARNAGE SURE TO ENSUE? | 
WOULD LIKE THAT TO REMAIN A 
SECRET AT LEAST UNTIL WE HAVE 
RECOVERED IT. 


NOW, WE SHALL TAKE 
FLIGHT. ECLIPSE, YOU WIkt 
BE THE ONE TO STAY BEHIND 
IN SECLUSION TONIGHT. AZZRE 
Wik ACCOMPANY ME. 


NO HARM CAN 
BEFALL US AS 
LONG AS THE 
THIRD 15 HIDDEN, 


NO, BLACKWING, 
NO HARM CAN 
BEFALL YOU. 


UNDER COVER OF NIGHT, 
AND WITH THE DRAGONS 
ATTACKING VILLAGES NEAR 
THE SOUTHERN OLITSKIRTS 
OF GRANDWOOD FOREST, 

JOUR JOURNEY WiLL BE ABLE 
TO GET UNDERWAY SAFELY, 
IF THEY WERE TO SPY OUR 
PARTY, THEY WOULD SURELY 
SMEL+ A PLAN OF SOME 
SORT AND Kik+ US 
ALL RIGHT HERE, 


THIS JOURNEY 
Wik- NOT BE WITHOUT 
ITS DANGERS 


I'M AFRAID IF ANYTHING 
WERE TO HAPPEN, | WOULD 
@€ OF LITTLE USE TO OUR 
DEFENSE. I'M NOT A FIGHTER 
AND STILL BARELY AN ACCOMPLISHED 
WIZARD, MY MASTER PASSED ON 

VERY EARLY IN MY TEACHINGS. 


AND THE BOUNTY 
HUNTER? WHY IS IT 
THAT HE ACCOMPANIES 
us? I$ HE SOMEONE 
TO BE TRUSTED? 


NO, HE'S NOT. 
THAT IS WHAT WE 
HAVE LUCIEN FOR. 


IPO NOT WORRY, GIFRE, THE ROGUE IS 
HERE SIMPLY TO BE OUR GUIDE. BOUNTY 
HUNTERS RARELY HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY 
TO SETTLE IN ONE PLACE FOR TOO LONG, 
IF ANYONE KNOWS THE LANDS FROM REL 
JASTRA TO ROLAND, IT IS THIS MAN. 


IF WE LEAVE REL ASTRA QUICKLY WITHOUT 
NOTICE FROM THE DRAGONS, THEN ROLAND 

Wik MOST CERTAINLY BE REACHED WITH HASTE. 
ALL ELSE CAN BE SWATTED AWAY JUST AS EASILY 
AS IF DONE WITH THE VERY LONGSWORD OF 
HEIRONEOUS HIMSELF. 


WELL, IF I'VE PLOTTED OUR 
COURSE CORRECTLY, LUCIEN, 
IT WON'T BE AS SIMPLE AS YOU 
MAY HIKE TO PUT IT. WE Wikb 
STIL- HAVE THE LONE HEATH TO 

ENDURE, IT IS THE QUICKEST 
ROUTE TO ROLAND. AND EVEN 
BEFORE WE REACH THE CITY, WE 
MUST ALSO NAVIGATE THROUGH 

THE CAVERNS OF ANESTEO 
UNDERNEATH THE GULL CLIFFS, 
RUMORED SINCE THE BEGINNING 
OF TIME TO HOUSE LOST AND 
WANDERING SPIRITS. TAKING 
THE CAVERNS Wik+ CUT OUR 
TRAVEL TIME BY DAYS. 


OUR SAFETY IS OF LITTLE CONSEQUENCE, 
GIFRE, IT 15 YOUR SAFETY THAT MUST BE 
ULTIMATELY SAFEGUARDED AGAINST ANY 
DANGERS WE COME ACROSS, YOU 
ARE THE KEY TO THE SUCCESS 
OF THIS MISSION, 


[AND HAVE NO FEAR, 
APPRENTICE, FOR | 
HAVE PLEDGED MY 
HFE FOR YOURS IN 
THIS VENTURE, NO 
HARM SHALL BEFALL 
YOU AS LONG AS 
| ORAW BREATH. 


AND HE Wibt 
BE VERY CLOSELY 
WATCHED 


EVERYONE 
SLEEPS, 
PALADIN. 


AYE, BOUNTY HUNTER, 
ALTHOUGH | 90 NOT 

THINK YOU Wik BE 
PLOTTING AN ESCAPE 
ANYTIME SOON, YOU WILE 
BE RUNNING INTO THE NIGHT 
WITHOUT FOOD, WATER OR 
WEAPONS. FOR AS MANY 
HIDING HOLES AS I'M SURE 
YOU POSSESS, YOU HAVE 
TWICE THE NUMBER OF 
ENEMIES ROAMING ABOUT. | 
THINK YOU KNOW YOU'RE 
SAFER WITH US FOR NOW. 


THE JOURNEY HAS BEGUN. THE WHEELS OF 
IDESTINY NOW SPIN FREELY FROM THE 

HACK-ES OF UNDECIDED FATE, THESE 
STOURNEYMEN,.THESE COURAGEOUS AND 
NOBLE FIGHTERS OF AN ENTIRE PEOPLE, 
THEY KNOW NOT WHAT IS IN STORE FOR THEM, 


PTHEY BELIEVE THAT WITH THE STEEL THEY 
‘CARRY, THE ARMOR THEY WEAR AND THE 
SPEED AT WHICH THEY TRAVEL, NO HARM 4 


HOWEVER, IN THE END..WHEN IT 
MATTERS MOST, THE ONE WHO 
CARRIES NOTHING,.THE ONE WHO. 

HAS NOTHING LEFT TO BEAR BUT 
THE PURITY OF THEIR OWN SOUb... 


THAT Wik BE THE ONE 
TO HOLD THE SALVATION 
OF THEIR QUEST. @ 


THEY MEET THEIR PATH’: 
OBSTACLES WITH FURY AND 

NOBILITY. THEY Wikk FIND A 
WAY TO OVERCOME THE 
OF THEIR PATH. 


TAND Wikb THEY. 


ISSUE; 


B THE GROUP JO 

TO THE SWAMPS OF LONE 
HEATH, THE HAMMERBACK 
DWARVES WISH TO 
CONTRIBUTE TO REL 
ASTRA'S LAST CHANCE, @ 
fy MUCH TO THE DELIGHT 
2 OF KIERNAN. 
aN 


BUT Wi-+ THEY 
REALIZE THAT a 
IN TIME. 


MADE & BROUGHT TO YOU BY 
SKOTINKA 


